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It is easy to see how the theory of usury, when it had
once been developed to this point, would come to be inter-
woven with the theory of just price, until the one could in
many doubtful cases be brought to strengthen the other. It
will be worth while to conclude this section with two quota-
tions which will show how the teaching was presented in a
popular form. Hitherto we have referred only to the writ-
ings of Fathers and Schoolmen, the canons of Councils, and
the decrees of Popes: the following are taken from the Ayen-
bite of Inwyt, a sort of manual for confessors, of wide uso in
the later Middle Ages, itself a translation made in 1340 by a
certain Dan Michel, a monk of Kent, from a French treatise
written in the previous century. " The eighth bough of
Avarice is chaffering, wherein men sin in many ways, for
worldly gain, and especially in seven ways. The first is to
sell things as dear as one can, and buy things as cheap as one
can. The next is lying, swearing, and forswearing, the higher
to sell their wares. The third is by weights and measures,
and that may be in three ways : the first when a man has divors
weights or divers measures, and buys by the greater weights
or measures and sells by the lesser; the second when a man
has right weights and measures but makes an untrue use of
them, as when taverners fill a measure with scum; the third
when in weighing a thing it is made to appear heavier than
it is. The fourth manner of sin in chaffering is to sell to
time [referring doubtless to such sales on credit as have
just been explained]. The fifth manner is to sell otherwise
than one hath showed before, as the scriveners do who begin
with words* fairly written. The sixth is to hide the truth
about the thing one sells, as do horsedealers. And the
seventh is to contrive that the thing sold should appear
better than it is; as when cloth-dealers sell their cloth in a
dim light." Usiiry is also divided into seven kinds. " The
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